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Mosr Adcricäns r.ad pocry, if ar all, in silcncc. f.on a book. 16 th. Sovi.t Union, eh...
hany oi th. bcn pocs clnnot .rp€c1 lo s.. rh.ir b.s works in prinr. poery n .ncountered
mu.h mor. oftcn in r.cit.d forn- School childrcnale r.qui!.d ro m.noriu a.d r.cnc läftöüs
pocms by th. dozcnsi actoß earn .xr.a money by sivinS pö.üy rcidinss in!.ad of dorng
coomcrcialr. Since a majo! m.dium ror rh. üahsmitral ofpocry is oral r..n3!io., il is nor
surp.ising rhit nor. air..tion, cr.ativny, and 5kill So inro poet.y recilätion than w. ar. us.d
to. Thc Rüssian poet recning hi! own pocrry is ind.cd a iorcc ro bc reckon.d *nh. Joseph
llodsky ihh.di,lely con.s to mind. Thus. (,r!r?d/dr, is a uniqu. oppoiuniry not only 

'or.äd soh. of th. nos .duanc.d poctry oa lhc lan dccadc o. so, but also, vith th. add.d
din.nsion of a. aüdioca$.ri., to h.r. it arom rh. mourhs ol thc pöeß thcns.lves. a.d to

Th. book .ontai.s selections rrom rhe poc!ry of vs.volod N.k.arov, Andr.j Monanyrskü,
Ddnnj Prisov. and !h. Muxomory s.oup (s. cundlar. A, Kam.nskü, S. rnd v. Mno..nko,
and K. Zv.zdoÄ.rör),n lhc th. Ru$ian orisinal wirh parall.l Ccrnan hnslarions. Th.
.cnainins mar.riak, in C.rnan, include descriprions wirh phorosraphs of some of rh. hap-
p.nins! (,t.it) oi rh. Coll.ctiv. Aclion Croup (found.d by N. Al.ksc.v, c. Kiz.vall...
Vonr lv1kU, and N. Pcnnlov).  c häpp.ninB by \ .  Abälako\a ,1d A. ZigJlov,  sötr .  rh.o 'd-
ical t.xß. thüftbnail b,osraphical sk.rchcs ol rh. major codkiburo6. a bibliosraphy, .nd a
linc inkoducto.y .ssa, by rh. .dirors. The tocus of rhe inroducrion, henc. rhc r'd. of rhc
colleclon. is rhe imaee oi rhe Palac. ofCultu.. (Dydr.. r,rlrry), which th..di.oß sc. as rb.
cny öf Mosco* its.li. Th. ciry, wnh i1s hug. cuLrural and polilcrl büildingr. pla{.!.d pirh
monuft.ntal polrtical icons and slogans. dwarts thc individual. forcing him.irhe inro a .ich.
in thcsFte $rucrlrc or into a subscdi..t posnion oußid. Brand, clos.d dooß, wairins m..kly
rorä. audi.nc.änd a glidpsc or !h. powcr aod nagnificencc rnhin-a vi.w simillr to thar of
SinjavskÜ s _On Socialist R.!lisn.- Th. pö.ß and Bröups included a!. s..n as !.s!ondi.s in
rncn opn f:sbion ro this incscapabl. cont.xt oirh.ir.xßr.nc..

Nekrasov is characreliz.d as a mirinalist, whosc po.ms a.. f.at.d s.n.tim.s out oflwo
or rhr.. *ordl or rhc do$ oldinary, cveqday sp.cch. juxlaFos.d in such a way ar io .ev.äl
hidd.. d.pths ol n..ni.g and i.ö1. Th. lndivtd*l cönn.llarions oi wolds afc rypiclily
sur.ound.d on rhe pase by th. sil.nc. of a arcar dc.l of whn. spacc (rhoügh h.r!. to.cono,
miz., sodlrid., ,cv.ral poems arc prinled on a sinslc pase), and thc rcadcr is inclin.d ro
pond.r rh.d at l.ngrh and !o isolaiion. Son. ol rh. .ffccß ar. purely vEual ard cannor b.
coovcycd by r.ciration. lt tb.r.for. com.s as a surpris. rhar rhe poat r.3ds his po.di in a
rapid, calh pan.r which, on th. othef hand, brines out all rhe sou.d play. A! rh. oppostr.
pol., Mona*yrskij leads similally succincl po.ms trod "Punktnnaja kompozic'ja (okyvkt"

{19?3) in a haltucr.än, half-so.g of int.ns..norv.n.ss, aldon painful ro .xpcricncc.
Monasry.sq. a ttuiy p.ot.an nBurc and a movins fotc. in .h. Colle.tiv. Action Croup. is
iodlnar.ly also..pr.s..t.d on rh.c.sscae (bur norin thc book) by rhc soun.l pocm -Prijar.o.
ör.ni." {197a) an.t an cxcerpt ftod _Solincni. r.odcsjar ket'.go goda,'lh. forn..on. ofth.
mosr sisnifi.anr *ord-müsic codposirions sinc. Schwntctr t/r,dt., and uniqu. in Ru$ian
poctry, Hcrc. olcourq althoueh a r.rt do.s.xisr, ir is pr*is.ly th. aurhols p.dolnanc. 

'hal

L.v Rub.nlr.jn is..pr.s.nt.d not in rh. boot, but by a scrics olnash cards. Two workt ar.
rc!rcscnr.donrh.caro>."Predromdnü4..k. .p- .opölot .nrr ' rnd-Fionkr."norborhla8lr ,
rh. former consis!ine of a s.ncs ot dialogu. li.cs (one per cardi ..8.: --Poati rse. l!o nado,
zdes'-i näva BoEu.-), för which w. a.. inclin.d ro imasine a contexr and ä coniinuarion, Tne
lan.r work is similarly d.sign.d, but consisls, insl.äd. ofcompound hrl.s I. thc.tBht..nrh-
ccnrury $yr. io. nov.rs wc mun posir ic.8., 'PoRoÖNYJ KRU6 ili NADO BY lOMOe',).
Rub..S!ein rcads rhes. cards on th. tap., but in this cas.I thinl thc coocep!!alisr.$.nc! of
rhc works ß bdk!conveted by rhd individual !:ad*s hdldins, lipping. tnd r.ad,nsthe cards

Prgo!,  charncenz.d t rs " th.  po. t  oalhc BanaL, 'would come aclos,  i fonc consdered o. l i_
rh! trß pirnled in th. book, a5 a comp.rarively tadtrion.l podt, who wfl!.s rhyned, nekred
lIics. The aocus öfhis a(.nrön. how.!.r. is dä$ culture, iß lrngu.g. and rhought päd.rns.
qhich h.  p! .s. .ß *nh a conbinal ion oi . .poio. ia l  exach.ts and rubr l .  i l lumin io.  Th.
onnred r.xc Dared wtrh aurhonrl r.cr ion are c1o5. to bcrng.quirahn.. netrher escntinl ro
thc oth.r. Yet rhcre ar. orh.r pö.ms on rhe rap. älön. rhär rr.clearly d,fa.rcnt !nd rcquir. rh.
aurbois perlormance fo. pröpct.if.ci Finally, rh. ca$.neand book pr€s.nr s.lcctions ftom
-Zölorordisk" (1982)by rh. ivluiodory. H.!. rhc iurl eii.cl can be sor..n only rrön thq tapc,
*h.r. wrd.iansrng parodistic po.frs in differng nyl.s are r.1d, somehm.s wrth added rcv.r
berarion. asa,nn rh. b.cks.ound oi va.ious ryp.s of..cord.d mßic. Thc huhoroutluxtapo_
ntions or music and t.xr cr.ail, ,.t.nsify thc s.(itc For eraßpI.. to rh. sound oi Ru$ian
church b.ll3. rh. po.r conf.ss.5 eirh som. cn!hu!!rn ro havrng k,Ued a Pionc.r. whlt soundr
lrtc . rakc-.fi on vozn.scnlk,j ß rcad fißt ov.r rhc "D,es i.r:" lrom lerdi\ ßeqvru and



rh.ü-enh sün.bk adplilicarion-ov{ a nlrch, If lot.vcn vo6.5..skt i5 sacrcd 10 lhcsc

'Tedsools." eb.r is s.a.? Th. codDl.t.'Gold.. Disk" hiEbt w.lt b.cohc a classic of culru.ll

Ooc hinor coüplaint. Th..dilors couß nav. don.. b.ncrjob ofcootdinating üc tcxts i.

th. b@k *irb !h. r.adinss or th. taF- E!.n ilnor lll rh.l.xts could b. providcd r! I.ä* th.

o.d rhat arc Drovidcd colld hav. bccn or.s.m.d in lhc 5.o. ordcr 4 on lhr l!F.' *hich

would hayc dad. it la..a3i.r ior tn. [st.n r.
Evidcntly 30ü. of rh. äuthors includrd ncE navc pror.n.d rhc Püblication of lh.i( *orks itr

rh. W.n wnhou!th.n p.rbissioni o..can clsil, urd.rsBtrd whv lhis püblicario. w.uld sivc
th.Bjnr.ß. Ndcnhclc$, r!rut?d/,rt is t doon.n! ofütnosr inporbtc. forcomPrchcnd'ng
contcnoodn Soli.i cultüBl lifc. a rb. id.! of conbinins t.rß with täF r.cordi.St and

othcr oat.riats is.xc.ll.nt and brilliantlv r.aliz.d. Th.juxlaFosnion oaü. two r.dia Paiic'
ularly siv.n th. inport!.cc of th. r.cnarion oi Po.ty i. rn. Sovict cöntcxr. ..v.als a fuU

sp.crrum ot n.e poss'bi'iri.s and cnlicahh.otcrical conc.ms for tlrh.t .xplo6tion. Thc.di

to.s iadicat tnät üß volunc n th.6st in a p.oi.clcd sc.i.! ofsißilar publicatio.s. tv all

e.tul.l Jah.cek. Unir.dty oI Kattck,


